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Migrants and Refugees

 52% of the Brent population were born abroad

 And 76% of babies born in 2017 had mothers who were born outside the UK

 Internal migration is increasing as the UK born population has increased by 12% over the last five years, from 141,000 to 158,000

 Migration from outside the UK has been steadily decreasing since it reached a high in 2014

 Working age residents who are born abroad are more likely to be in employment than those born in the UK; they are also less likely to 

be claiming benefits

 63% of the population speak English as their main language, but only 8% of residents cannot speak English well or at all. These 

residents are far more likely to be in poor health compared to their English speaking counterparts. 

 The numbers of unaccompanied asylum seeking children are decreasing, falling from 122 in 2017 to 89 in 2019

 The majority of our unaccompanied asylum seeking children come from two countries: Afghanistan and Albania

 The Vulnerable People’s Resettlement Scheme has exceeded its original target of giving a home to 50 Syrian refugees

 We have a recently formed emerging communities team which work with some of our fast growing communities to help them integrate 

into the UK



Who lives in Brent
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In 2017 3 in 4 babies were born to 

mothers who were born outside the UK

Mothers place of birth for babies born in 2017

Source: ONS: Population of the UK by country of birth and nationality; Parents’ country of birth 



Brent’s population over time
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Over the last five years, Brent’s 

population has increased by 6,000. 

A relatively small increase

Source: ONS: Population of the UK by country of birth and nationality 



Economic status
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2 out of 3 of the working age population (16-64) in Brent are born outside the UK and have: 

Higher employment rate

Lower unemployment rate

Lower economic inactivity rate

To work in the UK you need a National Insurance number (NiNo). 

NiNo applications are recorded by area of application. 

Ten years ago NiNo applications from the EU were similar to those 

from Asia. Applications from Asia declined steadily from 2010 to 

2012 at the same time as applications from the EU rose. Applications 

from the EU continued to rise, almost doubling from 2013 to 2014 

where they reached their peak and have been steadily declining 

since.

Applications reached a peak in 2014 of 24,000 and have declined 

since and are now lower than they were in 2009.

It is worth noting that a person may apply for a NiNo from Brent but 

that does not mean they will continue to live and work in Brent. 

Sources: ONS annual population survey (via NOMIS); 

DWP (via StatXplore) – National insurance number applications



Language, proficiency in English and ESOL
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Over the last 30 years literacy rates have been rising across the world, but there is still a large divide. In some countries, only 30% of the population 

can read. There is also a big divide between the young (15-24) and the old (65+). The younger population is more literate than the older population.

In the last year, there were 

430 requests for translations 

or interpreting. Ten 

languages had ten or more 

requests. They are:

Last year, 656 learners enrolled 1,487 times and attended 134 ESOL classes which ran in 15 locations across the borough.

Courses range from entry level to level two, and last year on average each learner attended 2.2 courses.

Sources: ONS 2011Census; Translation services data; CiA World Factbook; Brent Start



Health
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Proficiency in English and health

8% of Brent residents cannot speak English well or at all. This increases to 9% for 

women. 

People that cannot speak English well or at all miss out on services.

The graphic shows English proficiency for a subset of Brent – residents in bad health.

Sources: ONS 2011 Census; base 52,889 Brent residents 



Rough sleeping
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In 2018/19 230 individuals were sleeping rough in Brent. The majority of these individuals were not from the UK.

Currently, nationals from EU countries are only entitled to help and benefits if they have exercised their treaty rights. After the UK leaves the EU, EU 

nationals with settled status will be entitled to help and benefits.

Many rough sleepers have either alcohol, drug or mental health issues. Only 17% (one out of every six) rough sleepers did not have one of the three.

Sources: GLA Rough sleeping in London (CHAIN) reports 2018/19



Vulnerable persons resettlement scheme
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In January 2014 the Vulnerable persons resettlement scheme (VPRS) was launched. It intended to provide sanctuary to vulnerable Syrians. Brent Council 

pledged to home 50 Syrians under this scheme. Our first family arrived in March 2017 and in just over two years, by June 2019, we 

fulfilled our commitment, and exceeded it by two, bringing the total number of Syrian refugees brought from Syria to Brent to 52..

VPRS in numbers:

27 adults

25 children

5 new babies

13 new families

27 ESOL courses

5 in employment

21 IT courses attended

12 parenting classes

Note: Nizar is a pseudonym



Unaccompanied minors
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Unaccompanied minors have come into the country illegally; they are usually between 16 and 18 although can be up to 21. 

When they are 16-18 they are Looked After Children and at 18+ they become care leavers.

The unaccompanied asylum seeking children (UASC) who come to Brent come via two routes: 

• from the London rota system; and 

• those who walk in off the street (or have been referred from other agencies).

The London rota system
There is a disproportionate number of UASC coming to certain boroughs (e.g. Croydon, Kent, 

and Hillingdon). A system was put together to even out distribution across all London 

boroughs. Brent is part of this rota system and receives a capped (proportionate to the number 

of children in the borough) number of UASC each year.

Walk in or local referrals
There are UASC who come directly to the borough bypassing the London rota system. They 

could be referred to the local authority by the police or a charity. There is no limit on the 

number of UASC which come to Brent this way.

National Transfer Scheme
As London receives more UASC than the rest of the country, the National Transfer Scheme 

was introduced to ease pressure on London Local Authorities. 

The number of UASC has 

been decreasing over the 

last three years from 122 in 

2017 to 89 in 2019. 

More than half our UASC 

come from two countries: 

Afghanistan and Albania

Conflicts abroad effect the 

number of UASC.

Source: Children and Young People: UASC



Emerging communities
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Eastern European and Latin American communities are among the fastest growing communities 

in Brent. 

Over the last five years, residents from Latin America (also known as Central and South 

America) have increased by 20%. Most of these residents are from Brazil.

Residents from Bulgaria and Romania have increased by 40% over the last five years; most of 

these residents are from Romania.

A new team has been formed to work with these communities.

English classes
Being able to speak English will make it easier for communities to integrate. There will be 

specific English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) classes  Emerging communities will 

be encouraged to attend these English classes and an eight week ESOL pilot targeting these 

communities has been successfully completed. 

Community networks
Two communities networks have been established (one Eastern European and one Latin 

American). 

Community Champions
17 Community volunteers from Eastern Europe and Latin American communities have been 

recruited. These champions will arrange community events to raise awareness of various topics 

to their communities, including the EU Settlement Scheme.

Sources: ONS: Population of the UK by country of birth and nationality; Emerging communities programme team



Technical notes

Definitions

Definition Description

Migrant Unesco defines a migrant as any person who lives temporarily or permanently in a country where 

he or she was not born, and has acquired some significant social ties to this country. This does 

not include people who have been forced to leave their country. Migrants often move for 

economic reasons, specifically to find employment. 

Refugee The 1951 Refugee Convention defines a refugee as someone who owing to a well-founded fear 

of being persecuted for reasons of race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular social 

group or political opinion, is outside the country of his nationality, and is unable to, or owing to 

such fear, is unwilling to avail himself of the protection of that country.

VPRS Vulnerable Persons Resettlement scheme – the government scheme for re-homing Syrian 

refugees

NiNo National insurance number: this is required if you want to work in the UK

Settled status EU citizens who have lived in the UK for five or more years can apply to the EU Settlement 

scheme and be awarded settled status. Citizens can be refused settled status on the grounds of 

serious or persistent criminal offences.

Brent Start Brent Start provide adult education within the borough, including English for Speakers of other 

languages (ESOL)

Merton compliant 10 years ago there was a judicial review in Merton which led to the Merton compliant age 

assessment



Technical notes (Continued)
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Data sources

ONS: Population of the UK by country of birth and nationality Population of the UK by country of birth and nationality

ONS: Parents’ country of birth

Parents' country of birth

Office for National Statistics (Annual population survey): 

Annual population survey

CiA World Factbook

CiA World Fact book

ONS 2011 Census

2011 Census

GLA: Rough sleeping in London CHAIN reports

Rough Sleeping in London CHAIN reports

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/internationalmigration/datasets/populationoftheunitedkingdombycountryofbirthandnationality
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/birthsdeathsandmarriages/livebirths/datasets/parentscountryofbirth
https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/query/select/getdatasetbytheme.asp?opt=3&theme=&subgrp
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/resources/the-world-factbook/
https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/census/2011/data_finder
https://data.london.gov.uk/dataset/chain-reports

