Equality profile – summary of key findings (plain text)

This report presents a summary of demographic data across the main equality strands and is designed to help officers with equality analysis. The report focuses on profiling the nine characteristics protected by the Equality Act and includes additional indicators about diversity. 

	Age: Brent has a relatively young population: the median age of the population is 36 compared with 40 across England. However, in line with national trends, the population is ageing: projections suggest the number of residents aged 65 and over could increase by 78% between 2020 and 2041 – an additional 33,000 older residents.


	Sex: The gender split in the population is 51% male and 49% female. The proportion of men is highest in the 20-39 age group where they comprise 55% of the population. In contrast, women make up a higher proportion of the Borough’s very elderly population, comprising 61% of those aged 85 and over.


	Disability: Around one in seven Brent residents have a long-term health problem or disability that limits their day-to-day-activities in some way. The prevalence of disability rises sharply with age: more than half of all residents aged 65 and over had a long-term health problem or disability. 


	Ethnicity: Brent is one of the most diverse boroughs in London: almost two thirds of the population (64%) are from Black, Asian and minority ethnic groups, the third highest in London. Around 16% of residents are White British, the second lowest rate in London. One in five Brent residents were from other White minority groups.  


	European population: Brent has a large European national population. By March 2021, Brent residents with EU nationality had made 102,400 applications to the EU settlement scheme, the second highest in the UK. The largest number of applications were from Romanian and Portuguese nationals (29,010 and 20,510).


	Language: Around 150 different languages are used in Brent. In 2011, 37% of the Brent population used a main language other than English – the 2nd highest in England. At the time of the Census, the top 10 language groups in Brent were: Gujarati, Polish, Arabic, Portuguese, Tamil, Somali, Romanian, Urdu, Persian/Farsi and Nepalese speakers.


	Religion: The borough’s three largest religious groups are Christian (41%), Muslim (19%) and Hindu (18%).  Overall, 82% of residents had a religion – the fourth highest rate in England and Wales. The borough has the second largest Hindu population in England and Wales, and the 10th largest Muslim population (as a percentage of the population). 


	Pregnancy & maternity: Brent has relatively high birth rates. There were 4,919 births in Brent in 2019, which equates to 72.6 births per 1,000 women aged 15-44 – the 7th highest fertility rate in England. Three quarters of all births in Brent were to mothers born outside the UK – the highest rate in England. 


	Marriage and civil partnership: The 2011 Census found that around 43% of Brent residents (adults) were married and 0.3% were in a civil partnership.  In 2017, 902 marriages or civil partnerships took place in Brent – of these, 23 (2.5%) were same sex marriages or civil partnerships. 


	Sexual orientation: Statistics about the size of the LGB population vary considerably and there is no single widely accepted measure. The 2020 GP Patient Survey found that 7.4% of Brent residents surveyed identified as Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual or Other - above the England rate (4.5%). ONS survey estimates are typically lower (England, 2.9%). 


	Gender re-assignment and gender identity: The Government Equalities Office tentatively estimates that around 0.3-0.8% of the UK population may be transgender. Since 2005, 5,871 people across the UK have obtained a Gender Recognition Certificate to legally change their gender (0.009% of the UK population).


	Improving equality data: the 2021 Census was the first census to include questions on sexual orientation and gender identity. These questions, along with updated information on diversity topics, will provide important new data about the Brent population – results are expected in Spring 2022.



